JAMES   BOSWELL
Life of Dr Johnson

JAMES BOSWELL (1740-95), the son of a Scottish judge, was
himself a lawyer. His chief interest in life was, however,
his friendship with the famous Dr Johnson which lasted more
than twenty years. The results of his association with Dr
Johnson are revealed in his monumental Life of Dr Johnson
(1791), published seven years after Johnson's death.

Among biographies, BoswelTs takes a place in the very
first rank. For fullness, truth to life, sympathy, and insight
the book is unrivalled. No detail was too minute for Boswell
to include in his book; no task was too laborious for him to
undertake for the same good cause. The result is a master-
piece in biography.

Our extract deals with an incident that occurred shortly
after Boswell was first introduced to Johnson in May, 1763.
The John Wilkes who appears was a notorious * Radical/ who
had attacked royalty and other institutions dear to the Tory
mind of Johnson. Hence Boswell's somewhat mischievous
desire to bring them together is easily understood.

Among other things the extract illustrates Johnson's remark-
able powers of conversation and BoswelPs remarkable skill
and industry in recording them.
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